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THE JOURNEY OF A LIFETIME

Alejandro Turbay,  had a successful career in the environmental field with

an excellent job with a world-renowned company and had a good salary. His

thesis during his Masters in Sustainable Development won an award at the

International Microfinance Awards at the Louvre in Paris and was published

into the book: “Sustainable Microfinance.”

Yet, he quit his job, sold his belongings and bought a one-way ticket to leave

it all. Why? To start the trip around the world he had always dreamed of. His

dream became an adventure that lasted four years and allowed him to travel

to 29 countries  (he’s visited more than 60 in total) in Asia, Middle East, and

East Africa.

Most impressive was the budget with which he did his trip. After losing his

savings on a bad investment during the trip, he managed to travel with a

daily budget of $ 10 dollars a day for his lodging, transportation, food and

activities. Among his many extraordinary experiences some are: 

In Cambodia, on a second-hand bicycle he pedaled over 500 miles,

sometimes sleeping in the homes of farmers in the countryside.

In Myanmar, he hitchhiked for over a month collecting adventures and

confirming the kindness of strangers.

In Vietnam, he explored the country for almost two months on a used

motorcycle.

In Laos, he volunteered at a Buddhist temple where he taught English to the

monks. After class he trained with a professional soccer team in the stadium

in the afternoon.

In the Himalayas in northern India, he attended teaching sessions with the

Dalai Lama.

In Nepal, he completed a 10-day course where he meditated more than 10

hours a day in silence without being able to speak, write or read. 

In Lebanon, he became friends with children in a refugee camp in Beirut and

spent 3 months exploring the city and the country.

 

 

He also volunteered with a youth organization in Palestine and stopped in

Israel to work in a kindergarten and taught English, Spanish and salsa

dancing.

 He completed the last two years of his trip without taking flights and spent

the last year and a half of his trip in East Africa where he toured 12 countries

going down from Egypt to South Africa by land on public transport and

hitchhiking.

Some of the notable stops were trekking with mountain gorillas in the

Democratic Republic of Congo, volunteering with children in Uganda,

helping organize a music festival in Malawi, and climbing Mount Kilimanjaro

in Tanzania.

Since returning to his native Colombia in March 2019 he has spent time with

his family, explored his country, had photography exhibitions and worked as a

public speaker.

Mid March 2020 he had to end his photo exhibit in the U.S. abruptly due to

the COVID19 pandemic and return to Colombia. But his exhibit was up in New

York City's Greenwich Village for over a month and was another dream come

true for him.  To have both people walking in off the street and ambassadors

of the countries he visited on the trip come to his exhibit and connect with his

photos and his journey was amazing for him.

   Alejandro's greatest learning from his travels was his confirmation of

his belief in humanity. He wants us to look past the media´s portrayal that the

world is a dangerous place full of bad people. He found quite the opposite. He

wants to show through his photos of people and places from his travels that

the world is a spectacular place full of good people. 

   His biggest motivation is to inspire others to face their fears and chase their

dreams. His plan is to continue his journey when the pandemic stabilizes and

continue traveling the African continent that he fell in love with. This time

from South Africa to Morocco by land and public transport.

Travel Blog: www.pleaseliveyourdream.com
Instagram: VIajarParaInspirar

YouTube: amturbay
 

Click here to see the catalog for the NYC 2020 Exhibit

Click here to see the catalog from the Bogota 2019 Exhibit

https://www.instagram.com/viajarparainspirar/
http://www.pleaseliveyourdream.com/
https://www.instagram.com/viajarparainspirar/
https://youtube.com/amturbay
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